DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

The Crown Princess was delighted at her husband's
unwise speech : indeed she was responsible for his
having made it. She wrote exultantly to her mother ;
" I did all I could to induce Fritz to do so, knowing
how necessary it was that he should once express his
sentiments freely and disclaim having any part in
the last measures of the Government." She was
convinced that she was right, for this was a splendid
opening for him to assert his Liberal principles and
oppose such Fascist tyranny in the spirit of the
mission with which her father had entrusted her.
How it would end she did not know ; she thought
they might have to leave Prussia for a while, in
which case how gratefully would they come to
England " the blessed country of peace and happi-
ness. " There1 would be a fight first, for she hoped
all Germans of Liberal views would rally round
'Fritz, " and indeed," she wrote, " I enjoy a pitched
battle (when it comes to it) exceedingly."1 But this
enjoyment was denied her, for there was no pitched
battle at all. The King wrote a second very angry-
letter to his son, who had offered to resign all his
posts, military and civil, refusing to accept his re-
signation, and telling him to carry on, but not to
make any public speeches whatsoever. Those were
his orders : he had approved the measures which
his daughter-in-law disapproved, and he happened
to be King.

As for Bismarck, who was quite aware that it was
she who had encouraged her husband to make this
injudicious protest, he contented himself with taking

1 Ponsonby, Letters of Empress Frederick, pp. 41-44.
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